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History 1210 — Introductory Survey of European Civilizations

3 credit hours

Instructor: Dr. Marx

Office: Dulles Hall 234

Office Hours: TR 1:30-2:30 & by Appt.
E-mail:

Description:

A critical exploration of the development of society and culture in Europe and “the western world”
from its ancient origins to the modern era. Themes for analysis include science and technology, religion
and ideas, writing and communication, war and conflict, art and education and politics and law,
economic development and industrial change, Europe’s relations with the remainder of the world.

General Education Requirements:
This course fulfills the following GE requirements: 1) "Historical Study," 2) "Culture & ldeas or Historical

Study," 3) Open Option, and 4) "International Issues".

Historical Study GE Requirements:

Goals:

Students develop knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help them understand

how humans view themselves.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human
activity.

2. Students display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop a
foundation for future comparative understanding.

3. Students think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by
examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.

Rationale for fulfilling the GE Learning Outcomes for Historical Study:
Goals of the course that fulfill the GE Learning Outcomes in Historical Study:
History courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help
them understand how humans view themselves through the following ways:
1. Critically examine theories of history, and historical methodologies
2. Engage with contemporary and historical debates on specific regions, time periods and
themes of the human past
3. Through reading in primary and secondary sources and in-depth class discussion,



students will access and critically examine social, political, economic, military,
gender, religious, ecological, and ethnic/racial/national movements in a wider socio-
cultural context

4. Students will carry out in-depth analysis in a final paper comparing distinct historical
Moments, social movements and their effects

International Issues (contains two subcategories: “Non-Western or Global,” and
“Western (Non-United States)”

Goals:

International Issues coursework helps students become educated, productive, and principled
citizens of their nation in an increasingly globalized world.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students exhibit an understanding of some combination of political, economic, cultural,
physical, social, and philosophical differences in or among the world's nations, peoples
and cultures outside the U.S.

2. Students are able to describe, analyze and critically evaluate the roles of categories such
as race, gender, class, ethnicity, national origin and religion as they relate to
international/global institutions, issues, cultures and citizenship.

3. Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own
attitudes and values as global citizens.

Rationale for fulfilling the GE Learning Outcomes for International Issues:

History courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help

them understand how humans view themselves through the following ways:

1. Through reading in primary and secondary sources and in-depth class discussion, students critically
examine the political, economic, social, cultural and philosophical development in Europe.

2. Engage with contemporary and historical debates on the differences and similarities between
cultures and peoples.

3. Access and critically examine ethnically, nationally or religiously framed movements in a
wider socio-cultural and global context.

4. Carry out in-depth analysis in a final paper comparing distinct moments in human history and
how they shaped the world in the past and today.

5. Completing readings, attending lectures, and participating in class discussions and in-class
assignments that will help students understand the complexity of debates over international
issues. They will describe theories of international issues on exams and written assignments.

6. Students will understand the roots and structures of today’s globalized world.



Readings: The following books are required. All books are available from SBX bookstore, and a copy of
each is on Reserve in Thompson Library.

e Brian Levack, Edward Muir, Michael Maas, Meredith Veldman, The West: Encounters and

Transformations,
e Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich (Penguin) ISBN 0-451527097.
e Umberto Eco, The Name of the Rose.

e Peter Schneider, The Wall Jumper: A Berlin Story (University of Chicago Press, 1998)
ISBN 978-0226739410.

Assignments. The assignments are various and are designed to improve your ability to write and speak
clearly and effectively. Historical analysis in general requires the ability to demonstrate an
understanding of why something happened and to explain its significance, to make comparisons and
connections between different peoples, regions, periods, and events, and to use analytical categories to
show change over time. The following assignments are required to complete the course:

Course requirements:

Two map quizzes: 10% (5% each)

Two take-home essay exams: 40% (20% each)
8-t0-10-page paper: 40%

Participation and discussion: 10%

1. The two map quizzes will be based on maps and geographical terms distributed in class. The first map
quiz will cover countries, regions, seas, and oceans whereas the second will include cities, mountains,
and rivers.

2. There will be two take-home 5-page essay exams on topics distributed in class one week in advance.
The essay topics will be based on the assigned readings and/or movies shown in class. Detailed
instructions will be provided.

3. Students will complete an 8-to-10-page paper on any aspect of migration in Europe. Each student will
meet with the instructor to discuss her/his topic. Detailed instructions and possible topics will be
provided in class but students are encouraged to think creatively about their projects and are welcome
to incorporate visual, cinematic, and fictional materials in their work.

3. Participation and discussion will be evaluated during regularly scheduled discussions of the assigned
readings.

Grade distribution:



A: 92.6 and above B-: 79.6-82.5 D+: 67.6-69.5

A-:89.6-92.5 C+:77.6-79.5 D: 62-67.5
B+: 87.6-89.5 C:72.6-77.5 E: below 62
B: 82.6-87.5 C-:69.6-72.5

Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive
an E in this course.

Pre-requisites: English 1110.xx Pre- or co-requisite

Schedule:

Week 1 — Egypt / Mesopotamia / Hammurabi

Week 2 — Greece

Week 3 — Rome

Week 4 — Christianity / Islam

Week 5 — Medieval Europe

Week 6 — Midterm / Renaissance

Week 7 — Reformation

Week 8 — The Enlightenment/French Revolution

Week 9 — Industrial Revolution

Week 10 — Imperialism

Week 11 — World War | / Depression / Russian Revolution

Week 12 — World War Il

Week 13 — Cold War, Decolonization

Week 14 — Post Cold War/The EU



Academic misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The
term “academic misconduct™ includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever
committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in
connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic
misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the
Code of Student Conduct (http://sja.osu.edu/page.asp?id=1).

Disability services:

“Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office
for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and
should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.
The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene
Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901;
http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction

FROM: Nicholas Breyfogle, Associate Professor and Calendar Conversion
Coordinator, Department of History

RE: Assessment Plan for proposed GE courses: Historical Study Category, Social
Diversity in the U.S., and Diversity: International Issues

Assessment Goals and Objectives

1) Both the GE and course-specific learning objectives for all History courses might be
summarized as follows:

Historical Study GE Requirements:

Goals:

Students develop knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help them

understand how humans view themselves.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that
shape human activity.

2. Students display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and
develop a foundation for future comparative understanding.

3. Students think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical
sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical
contexts.

Rationale for fulfilling the GE Learning Outcomes for Historical Study:

Goals of the course that fulfill the GE Learning Outcomes in Historical Study:

History courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s

society and help them understand how humans view themselves through the following

ways:

1. Critically examine theories of history, and historical methodologies

2. Engage with contemporary and historical debates on specific regions, time periods and
themes of the human past

3. Through reading in primary and secondary sources and in-depth class discussion,
students will access and critically examine social, political, economic, military,
gender, religious, ecological, and ethnic/racial/national movements in a wider socio-
cultural context

4. Students will carry out in-depth analysis in a final paper comparing distinct historical
Moments, social movements and their effects



2) Both the GE and course-specific learning objectives for History courses requesting
Social Diversity in the U.S. might be summarized as follows:

Social Diversity GE Requirements:

Goals:

Courses in social diversity will foster students’ understanding of the pluralistic nature of

institutions, society, and culture in the United States.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity and
religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States.

2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and
values regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others.

Rationale for fulfilling the GE Learning Outcomes for Social Diversity in the United
States:
Goals of the course that fulfill the GE Learning Outcomes. Students will achieve the social

diversity goals and learning outcomes by:

1. completing readings, attending lectures, and participating in class discussions and in-class
assignments that will help students understand how the categories of race, gender, class,
ethnicity, religion, and nation have shaped peoples’ identities and the distribution of
power and resources in the U.S. and elsewhere

2. describe theories of racial, ethnic, class, national, gender, and religious formation on
exams and written assignments.

3. Critically examine theories of race, gender, class, ethnicity, religion, and nation

4. Engage with contemporary and historical debates on race, gender, class, ethnicity,
religion, and nation

5. Access and critically examine movements framed by race, gender, class, ethnicity,
religion, and/or nation in a wider socio-cultural context

6. Carry out in-depth analysis in a final paper comparing distinct moments of ethnic,
racial, nationalist, gender, class, and/or religious mobilization or social movements and
their effects

3) Both the GE and course-specific learning objectives for History courses requesting
Diversity in International Issues might be summarized as follows:

International Issues GE Requirements:

Goals:

International Issues coursework help students become educated, productive, and
principled citizens of their nation in an increasingly globalized world.



Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students exhibit an understanding of some combination of political, economic,
cultural, physical, social, and philosophical differences in or among the world's
nations, peoples and cultures outside the U.S.

2. Students are able to describe, analyze and critically evaluate the roles of categories
such as race, gender, class, ethnicity, national origin and religion as they relate to
international/global institutions, issues, cultures and citizenship.

3. Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own
attitudes and values as global citizens.

Rationale for fulfilling the GE Learning Outcomes for International Issues:
History courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s
society and help them understand how humans view themselves through the following
ways:

1. Through reading in primary and secondary sources and in-depth class discussion,
students critically examine the political, economic, social, cultural and philosophical
development in places outside the United States.

2. Engage with contemporary and historical debates on the differences and similarities
between cultures and peoples.

3. Access and critically examine ethnically, nationally or religiously framed movements
in a wider socio-cultural and global context.

4. Carry out in-depth analysis in a final paper comparing distinct moments in human
history and how they shaped the world in the past and today.

5. Completing readings, attending lectures, and participating in class discussions and in-class
assignments that will help students understand the complexity of debates over international

issues. They will describe theories of international issues on exams and written assignments.

6. Students will understand the roots and structures of today’s globalized world.

I1. Methods

An assessment of whether these objectives are met is effectively carried out by an
examination of the work students are actually required to do for the course Contributions
in class discussions will be considered, but weighted more lightly, given the tendency for
more confident students to contribute more to such discussions. Paper and exams will
provide an understanding of students’ abilities to think historically and to engage in
analysis. This can be gauged by their responses to specific exam questions—asking
students to provide a perspective on history and relate that perspective to an
understanding of the factors that shape human activity. Thus, exams for Historical Study
courses will have at least one question that requires students to provide a perspective on
the factors that shaped an event or theory. Similarly, for courses that include Diversity in
the U.S. GE requirements, we will have at least one question that requires students to
provide a description of the roles of categories such as race, gender, class, ethnicity and
religion and how those roles have helped shape either their perspective or the country’s
perspective on diversity. For courses that include Diversity of International Issues, we
will ask one question that requires students to provide an understanding of some
combination of political, economic, cultural, physical, social, and philosophical



differences in or among the world's nations, peoples and cultures outside the U.S. In this
way, we hope to measure the courses (and the students’) progress toward the multiple
objectives of the GE. In this way we should be able to ascertain whether they are
acquiring the desired skills and not simply learning (and regurgitating) specific
information.

Summary of Data:

An advanced graduate student, supervised by the UTC Chair, will be asked to evaluate
the sampled questions and papers, and to gauge how well the goals of the course seem
reflected in them. Assessment of Historical Study, Social Diversity, and Diversity
International Issues from the GE goals will be carried out primarily through the
evaluation of formal graded assignments and ungraded in-class assignments, including
class discussions. Students will complete an informal feedback survey halfway through
the semester to assess their own performance, the pace of the class, and the instructor’s
effectiveness. Students will also be surveyed to assess their mastery of the General
Education objectives through a survey instrument at the end of the semester. We will
compare these data with the exams and papers mentioned above. We will be interested to
assess improvement over time, so that we will compare each of the selected student’s
answers from the surveys, papers, and exams to those on the finals to see if any has in
fact occurred. A brief summary report will be written by the grad student and UTC Chair,
and that, as well as the sampled questions themselves, will be made available to the
instructor and to the Chair of the department. We intend to insure that the proposed
courses adequately articulate these goals, teach toward them, test for them, and help
students realize their individual potential to meet them. Assessments will be summarized
and used to alter the course for the next teaching.
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